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SECURITY INFORMATION

THIRD ENDORSEENT on VMF(N)-542 AAR ser 3-53 of 9 Mar 1953 concerning
F3D-2 Bullo 125843

From: Comnanding General, Aircraft, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
To: Chief of Naval Operations (Op-53)

Subj: Mdent Report, case of Captain Cameron A, MALIORY
SUCR

1. Forwarded, concurring with the findings and recommendations of the
Aircraft Accident Board.

2. A request to Chief of Nava.ll Operations to increase the output of
the El Toro Range has been submitted.

3. Negotiations are underway with Civil Aeronautics Administration
to change the holding pattern at the El Toro Range.

F. SCHILT

Copy to:

Buder (2)

CG, FMFPac
CO, MAG-15

Co, VMF(N)=542

2068 2
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FF14/MiG15/ARS: flw
425
SeriallO?_:{
25 MAR 1339
SECOMD ENDORSEMINT gn} VI‘IFég)—542 Alrcraft Acclildent Report ser 3-53 of
far ¢

From: Commanding Officer, Marine aircraft Group-15
To: Chief of Naval Operations (Op-53) ‘
- Via: Commanding General, Aircraft, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: .Jsccident Report, case of Captain Cameron a MaLLORY _
USIICR

1. Forwarded concurring with the findings and recommendations of the
alrcraft sccident Board.

2. The unreliability of the E1 Toro range lndicates the necessltiy
for a cha.nﬁe in the letdown procedures and facilitles for jet letdown

to MCaS, Il Toro.

W, IC POTTINGER

Jopy to:
20, MF(W)-542

2068 3
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21 March 1953

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on VWMF(N)SL2 Aireraft ’'ccident Report ser 3-53
of 9Mar53

From: Commanding Officer, Marine /11 Veather Fighter Squadron 542
To: Chief of Naval Overations (0P=53)
Vias (1) Commanding Officer, Marine lLircraft Group 15

(2) Commanding General, Lireraft, Flect Marine Forece, Pacific

Subj: /[ccident Report, case of Caotain Cameron i, MALLQRY _

USMCR
-~
1, Forwarded concurring with the findings and recommendations of the
Aircraft lccident Board,

2, The Jet letdown and present GCL pattern has been found to be un-
satisfactory on numcrous occasions and changes arc now under study,.

A
£ ldote,
R. F, FLLHERTY/
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(31) TH3 IFVESTIGATION (Cont'd)

411 pilots flyinez in tho loeal 21 Toro arca durings tho right
of 9 liarzh 1953, have reported thet the ADF on the Bl Toro I
n“S cvtru“]y irratic. Onc pilot rcport that the necdle fluc-
atecd 90 dcgreos very rapidly and generaily tended to point foes
hur‘° tlic 5096 foot puak of Santiago Hountain.

(22) THE ANALYSIS

(2) Yo personnel errors, which nay have contriduted to this
crach, can bo gesigned. The pilot waéd definiitely 3ff of the ceoi-
eblished geogrephic location of the radio leg at the tinme of the
crash and 2t en unsafo aititude. A very compctant pilot immod--
iately precceded WE-2 into the GCA pattern following agprox-
inately the sene instructions. This pilot states thet he uscd
thc "entonna position of the ARN-& oquipment durins the app-

oach tnd flew inbound on the boam. GCA tracked this pilot on
their scopes end saw that he was spproximately 5 miles Bast of
the nornmel bean approach path. _Thig indiceted that the bean
wes distorted from its normal track., This fact ic confirmod bj
mothor qualifiod pilnt vhe w-s cleared tr GCA 41ﬁodintn1v afio
the accident. This pilet claimed = finel hezding of 210° llag-
netic to reach the statirn rn 2 beem which nerpmally requires
1607 degrees lizagnetic fer inbcund courees.

4 play~back of available tope recordinms sove no indienticn
that the pilot was overly conccrned adout his location =t aay
tine. Thc final radio transnicsion faded afier the first word
" approximztely" but there wee no eisns of anx*uby in the
trunsrlsslon.

Pilot dis-orientation end an attenpt to fly below minimun
VER conditions connot Be overlooked but the area of the accident,
the heuding and altitude of the aircraft would rot afford any
sround reoforonce lishting to the pilot. In addition ell pre-
vious trainins recieved by this pilot, discounts this possibil-
ity. 4&lso the pilot nay have been makine the approach using
ADF pointers indications only andbtocame confused due to the
erratic beerings expericriced by pilots during tvhis period.
Thesc orc possibiiitice but nore can be definately assismed.

(b) Yo materisl failurcs can be found, The aircraft wes
cena:cd to the eoxtent material failure, if occuring, «o'tid noi
be zscorteined. The redio range, & mcdium/powur locp svstuj,
w_s f£li;ht checked lator that eveniag and on tae following day
end no Lg;rtisffctory conditions existod, The established fact

that tho range les wes disorionted at tho t1mo of the accidont
cannot be cxplained by -ny abnormel occurerces in the loceal

2008 8§
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(33) CONCLUSI‘NS AND RECOIT’ *DATIONS
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v by
f our ixxtarccpt work I directed
o tower over "‘li'(", Intersection
I reported enroute to Ulinda,
cent and GCA at approximatel; 2130. I approac
leg of the El Tore range on » heading of 3~O degrees,
”0.—00\ rge" signal at all ti"cg. 1 was clesrec for descent and m ]
90-270 degree turn to tA.c right and at a poiat one h of
da begen my le t\.O.'.., 4,000 {‘c»t »er minute, speed

lvO degrees, Non course" signal at all times.

4
the completion
“L‘D"ru to =1 Toro

ructions and GCA.

Because of unuskally excessive disturbances on all rangg anl h Y.
stations, I requested my radar operator, laster SCI‘:'U.‘;‘.;'.t_
_ to check my position by racon beacon. Ee reported the
beacon to be ten degrees to our port. After completing my lLetcown,
GG directed me to ;1 heeding of 190 degrecs and then back to 160
xnowledge these ins ruction's were issuec

degrees. To the bést of m
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Boetween the times of 2130 and 2142, WH-2 wvae turned over to G.C.A. by
the Z1 Toro tower at 12,000 feet over the Olinda intersection for a readio
check; at which time both the director'and the aircraft heard each other
loud and clear on channel soven. WH-3, was then turned over to tower
froquency (channel 2), for a controlled letdown to the El Toro range. When
reaching 4,000 feot, WH-2 wae agein turned over to G.C.A. to start his .
.approach, (tower advised by intercom). When no transmission was received
from 30 to 60 seconds from WE=2, I gave him a radio check which wes not
acknowledged. after threo or foxe more radio chocke which apparently WH-2
did not receive, I notified the tower we had not established radio contact.

Vhile looking for the aircraft (WH-2), which may be loet, I received
& targot on my scope at approximately 055 degreee, at a range of about 6
niles. The target which was on the scope only about five sweeps of the an-
tenne appeared to ba on a course of 160 degreec. It was then seme type of
interference that blocked eut the target. When the scope vas clear again,
wo did not obeorve any targets in that vicinity,

ENCLOSURE 3 RESTRICTED




On the night of 9 March 1953 at about 2125 E1 Toro Tower. zd~
vised G.C.4. of a jet holding over Olinda intersection at 12,000
feet. 4t 2130 G.C.A. established radio contact with WH-9. The
weather at El Toro was reported estimated 800 foot overcast, 15
miles visibility, with calm winds. Aafter establishing radio contact
with WE-Q, he was switched to chennel # for further inetructions.
£l Toro Tower decended WE-3 to LOOO feet on tha north leg of the
£l Toro range., When WE-9 was turned over to G.C.A. on channel %8,
G.C.x. established radio contact and weceived a position report.

I could see no aircraft on the ecope in the vicinity of his reported
position. I noticed a target at about U miles from the field bearing
335 degrees on al heading of 160 degrees. I gave WH-Q a right turn
to & heading of 210 degrees. The target turned to the heading of
210 degrees. I let it go that course for about 6 miles, then

turned the aircraft left to 160 degrecs. When I turned the aircreft
on the heading of 160 degrees, he was sbout 1 mile Southeast of the
Il Toro range stztion, A normal approach was coantinued,

SSGT, USKC

" ENCLOSURF 4 RESTRICTEL




U. S. IARINE CORPS AIR STATION
EL TORO (SANTA ANA) CALIFORITIA

CCNTRODL TOVER CRASE REPORT

DATZ___ 9 lier 1953 TIHE  21uh RECEIVER TRACK

' TYPE AIRCRAFT F3D-2 BUNO__ 125843 HODEX (QR SQUADRON)  WR-2

PILOT'S NAIE Capt. lallory TYPE ACCIDENT _ Lost Aircraft
CRASH PECNE PULLED BY (RASH CREW DISPATCEED: JR©

LOCATION GE STATION  Jorth End of Sentiago Peak

FIELD CODITION: m?‘ WIND DIRECTION 020 VELOCI 4K

RUNWAY IN USE_ J4UR _FIELD CLOSED: §E° CPENED AT

SQUADRON ConeeRMED NoTrFIED AT__ 2150 v se. [
REARKS :

On the avove mentioned date, WH-2 was cleared to make an
approach from the Olinda interscctien. The approach was made
sucessfully to LOOD feet and at that altitude the a/c was
instructed to change to GCA channel 7 for completion of his
ap roach to the El Toro Airfield.

GGA failed to esteblish radio contact with the a/c-
and notified tower of same. The tower called WHE-2 on chanrel
2 VHF and established contact and asked for a position. WE-2
replied, but the transmission was unreadable and he was asked
to say again. WH-2 started a transmicsion in reply, bmt the
transmission was broken off ard no further transmissions were
heard from the a/c,

The tower gave several calls for WH-2, but they were
unsuccessful,

At approximately 214l WH-3 reported a bright flasgh
through the overcast near the north end of Santiago peak,

WE-3 then tried to ascertain the position of the supposed crash
by giving the tower béarings from over the erash area,

The squadron concerned and the duty officer in the
Station Operations Department were notified.

5
NseT  USHC ) 3 14

ENCLCSURE < RESTRICTED
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While operating "A" stand (mike position) on the night of 9 Hay 1953, weather
reported eight nandrud (80) feet overcast, visibility eight (F) niles with

haze, WH=2 called for a2 jet letdown from the Olinda indersection for GCA.
WH-2 was instructed to contact GCA for a radio check on Channel Seven VHF,

after contact had been estzblished, WE-2 reported back to the Tower for his
letdown, WH-2 gtarted his letdovn from one minute south of the Olinda

intersection at 12,000 feet, reporting even thousand feet. At 4,000 £t., I
instructed WH~-R to contact GCA on Channel Seven, Shortly after GCA

ad not established contact with WE-2 and several calls were put

reported

r on VEF Channel Twoi At approximately 2112, the Tower c:rfcﬂ"cﬁ
WH-2, buat WH-2's trensmission faded out after what sounded like "WH-2
approacining.”

At approximately 21ul, WE=3 who was in the vicinity c¢f the Olinda intersecti
reported what appeared to be an explosion through the overcast, on the north
side of Santiago Peak. WE-3 took three bearings on the position where the
explosion anpeared to be, one from El Toro Air Station, ore from FZJ, and
one from the town of Corona. WHE-2 was never contacted again after epproximately
21ke,

Later in the e ng, GCA advised us that the first aircraft, WH-G, was five
miles to the e'st of vhere he should have been when turned over to them at
4,000 feet, and VE-16 advised the tower, after landing, not to usn the Olinda

letdown anymore thet evening as the nerth leg of NZJ was unusually unreliable.
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